Though it has not been possible to carry out the systematic research that is necessary for the complete clearing up of the problem dealt with in this paper, the observations already made are pf sufficient importance and interest to justify me in recording them.
Every doctor in India is familiar with the cases of ascites that are so common, specially in hospital practice. The general attitude towards these cases may be summed up as follows:?
(1) They are assumed to be cases of cirrhosis of the liver, in spite of the fact that there is seldom a history of excessive drinking of alcohol.
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